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Message from the Guest Editor,

Following the successful International Symposia on Maritime Safety, the first of
which was organized by the University of Piraeus in 1998, the second by the University
of Aegean in 2001 and the third one by the National Technical University of Athens in
2007, the Laboratory of Maritime Economics, Management and Marine Accidents of
the Department of Maritime Studies of the University of Piraeus successfully organized
the fourth International Symposium entitled “Maritime Safety, Security and En vi ron -
mental Protection” in 2013 (MASSEP-2013). 

The Safety and Security of Maritime Transport remains at the centre of interest of the
international maritime community. Policy Management proposals and management mea -
sures regarding safety and security are the subjects of discourse currently conducted
within the maritime community. However, the approaches of various stakeholders on the
subject are not always integrated and fail to take into account the systemic character and
complexity of the maritime industry. This situation increases the need to approach the
ma ritime industry as a system and to produce integrated proposals regarding the safety
and security of maritime transport.

An effective approach on the safety and security problems will require the following:
• Recognition of the complexity of the problem: There are many factors such as the

environment, ships and seamen that influence safety and security. No single factor can
be identified as a “cause” of accidents or loss.

• Proper identification of remedies or counter measures by maritime specialists:
An understanding of the factors contributing to accident loss is necessary for the iden -
ti fication of effective remedies.

• Selection of remedies on the basis of the improvement produced for the ex pen -
diture made: The resources available for safety and security improvement are not without
limit, and it is therefore necessary to allocate the funds available for this purpose in a way
that yields the greatest gain possible in terms of improving safety and security.

Considering the above, 16 conference papers were selected aiming at approaching the
subject of maritime safety and security from an economic, management, environmental,
institutional and educational point of view. 

All papers presented were double-blind peer reviewed by the following members of the
scientific committee: Prof. N. Berketis (Frederick University, Cyprus, Director, Insurance
Agencies J. Kouroutis & Co. Ltd.), Prof. K. Chlomoudis (University of Piraeus, De par t -
ment of Maritime Studies), Prof. K. Giziakis (University of Piraeus, Department of Ma -
ritime Studies), Prof. (retired) A. Goulielmos (University of Piraeus, Department of Ma -
ritime Studies), Prof. H. Haralambides (Erasmus School of Economics [ESE], Director of
the Erasmus Centre for Maritime Economics and Logistics [MEL]), Assoc. Prof., J-U.
Schröder-Hinrichs (Nippon Foundation Chair of Maritime Administration, Head
Maritime Safety and Environmental Administration, World Maritime University), Prof.
M. Kavussanos (Athens University of Economics and Business, Director MSc/PhD
program in Accounting and Finance, Dept. of Accounting and Finance), Prof. A. Merikas
(University of Piraeus, Department of Maritime Studies), Senior Lecturer M. Miliaraki
(University of Piraeus, Department of Maritime Studies), Prof. N. Nikitakos (University of
the Aegean, Dept. of Shipping Trade and Transport), Prof. N. Nomikos (Director, MSc in
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Shipping, Trade and Finance, Cass Business School), Senior Lecturer A. Pallis (University
of the Aegean, Department of Shipping, Trade and Transport),  Assoc. Prof. P. Panayides
(Member - Board of Directors, Cyprus Ports Authority, Department of Commerce, Fi -
nance and Shipping, Faculty of Management and Economics, Cyprus University of Tech -
nology), Prof. E. Papadimitriou. (University of Piraeus, Department of Maritime Studies),
Prof. A. Papanikolaou (Director of the Ship Design Laboratory, National Technical
University of Athens, School of Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering), Lecturer A.
Pantouvakis (University of Piraeus, Department of Maritime Studies), Prof. A. Pardali
(University of Piraeus, Department of Maritime Studies), Assoc. Prof. M. Pazarzis (Uni -
versity of Piraeus, Department of Maritime Studies), Prof. T. Pelagidis (University of Pi -
raeus, Department of Maritime Studies), Prof. H. Psaraftis (National Technical University
of Athens, School of Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering), Prof. F. Sakellariadou
(University of Piraeus, Department of Maritime Studies), Prof. E. Sambrakos (University
of Piraeus, Department of Economics), Senior Lecturer G. Samiotis (University of Piraeus,
Departmentt of Maritime Studies), Assoc. Prof. T. Siriopoulos (University of the Aegean,
Department of Shipping, Trade and Transport), Prof. E. Thalassinos (University of
Piraeus, Department of Maritime Studies), Assoc. Prof. E. Thanopoulou (University of the
Aegean, Department of Shipping, Trade and Transport), Prof. S. Theodoropoulos (Uni -
versity of Piraeus, Department of Maritime Studies), Assoc. Prof. G. Theotokas (Uni -
versity of the Aegean, Department of Shipping, Trade and Transport), Prof. V. Tselentis
(University of Piraeus, Department of Maritime Studies), Prof. A. Tselepidis (University
of Piraeus, Department of Maritime Studies), Prof. E. Tzannatos (University of Piraeus,
Department of Maritime Studies), Lecturer E. Valma (University of Piraeus, Department
of Maritime Studies), Assoc. Prof. N. Ventikos (Laboratory for Maritime Transport, Na -
tional Technical University of Athens, School of Naval Architecture and Marine Engi -
neering), Assoc. Prof. I. Visvikis (World Maritime University and ALBA Graduate Bu -
siness School at the American College of Greece [on leave]), Prof. G. Vlahos (University
of Piraeus, Department of Maritime Studies), Prof. W.K. Talley (Executive Director,
International Maritime Ports and Logistics Management Institute Frederick W. Beazley
Chair Professor of Economics, College of Business and Public Administration, Old
Dominion University) and Prof. E. Xideas (University of the Aegean, Dept. of Shipping,
Trade and Transport).

The Conference was under the auspices of the Hellenic Ministry of Shipping & the
Aegean, the University of Piraeus, the University of Aegean, the National Technical
University of Athens, the Hellenic Chamber of Shipping, the Hellenic Shipbrokers
Asso ciation, the Hellenic Shortsea Shipowners Association, the International Port of
Piraeus, the International Propeller Club of the United States and the Hellenic Asso -
ciation of Maritime Economists.

The Organizing Committee of MASSEP would like to thank the Editorial Board of
SPOUDAI Journal of Economics and Business and particularly Professor E. Sam bra -
cos for this Special Issue and the Research Center of the University of Piraeus for their
financial support.

Emeritus Prof. K. Giziakis


